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PROPOSAL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A DATABASE FOR BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL SOCIAL SECURITY AGREEMENTS 

Joint proposal of the Technical Secretary of the IACML/OAS and the Inter-American Conference on Social Security (CISS)

BACKGROUND:
At the request of the XVIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) of the OAS, held in Medellin, Colombia in 2013, the General Secretariat of the OAS and the Inter-American Conference on Social Security developed the study “Analysis of Bilateral and Multilateral Social Security Agreements as they relate to Pensions”. This study was presented in Cancun, Mexico during the XIX IACML held in December, 2015, and was made possible with financial contributions from the IACML’s cooperation mechanism, the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL, by its Spanish acronym). 

The Ministries participating in Cancun congratulated the study, and considered it an important contribution for the analysis of bilateral and multilateral agreements about social security, and the advancement of pension rights for migrant workers. In addition, they ordered concrete follow up steps: 
In Article 8,f from the Plan of Action of Cancun, the Ministries decided “To continue to combine efforts on the analysis and design of mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of nominal pension contributions and pension rights, according to national legislation and as appropriate. With that in mind and considering the study “Analysis of Bilateral and Multilateral Social Security Agreements as they relate to Pensions” presented during this Conference, we request that the Technical Secretariat and the Inter-American Conference on Social Security (CISS) develop a database with the agreements signed to date, and we will continue stimulating the discussion and identifying concrete actions on this subject with social security institutions and other relevant institutions.” 
This proposal for the development of a database of all agreements signed to date in this topic, is presented in compliance with this mandate. 
DESCRIPTION: 

The objective is to develop an on-line data base with the following content: 

· Full text of all Bilateral and multilateral social security agreements signed to date by OAS Member States. 

· Full text of all Administrative and Implementation Agreements 
· List of all relevant and liaison organizations in each country that are responsible for the operation of these agreements. 
The Database will be hosted in the website of the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL), as the cooperation mechanism of the IACML, and will also be accessed from the websites of the CISS, OISS, and other organizations interested in promoting it. 
It will be a simple and easy-access platform, with a search engine that will allow the user to find information based on:
· Country/ Signatory state 

· Type of document (Main agreement or administrative agreement)

· Benefits covered, classified according to the 9 ILO categories of social security benefits: medical care, sickness, unemployment, old-age, employment injury, family, maternity, invalidity, and survivors
.
STEPS TO FOLLOW: 

1. Compilation of information: 

· The OAS and CISS will invite other international organizations specialized in social security such as the Ibero-American Social Security Organization and the International Social Security Association to participate. If they confirm their interest, they will be considered partners in this initiative. 
· The partner institutions will send the OAS the texts of all the agreements that they have available, indicating in each case: 

a. Signatory countries 
b. Benefits covered
c. Relevant and liaison organizations
· Identification of relevant and liaison organizations in each country, responsible for the operation of the agreements. The list will be developed by the CISS, with input from partner institutions. 

· The CISS will consult with the liaison organizations so that they can send the agreements that were not gathered through partner institutions. 
2. Development of the database platform (parallel to step 1)

· The OAS will hire a programmer/designer, with resources authorized for the development of the new portfolio and RIAL website, as this database will be part of the RIAL Portfolio. 

3. Incorporation (uploading) of the information in the platform

· The OAS and CISS personnel will upload every Agreement to the platform, classifying them according to the 3 criteria of the search engine (signatory country, type of document, benefits covered)


4. Make the database platform accessible from the CISS’ and other partner institutions’ websites. 
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� As specified in the International Labour Organization’s C102 Social Security (Minimum Standards) Convention, 1952 (No. 102) signed in Geneva, Switzerland. The convention can be found in: http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/es/f?p=1000:12100:0::NO::P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID,P12100_LANG_CODE:312247,en:NO





